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So all the foes began to distrust one another, and fell to fighting with blows and coun-
ter-blows, and thus went into the next world. And that King Rajagekhara took to
himself all their abundant mass of riches, their elephants, horses, and chariots.! [99]
End of emboxt story: The fatalist king
Such was the story told by Vikramaditya. And hearing it the ascetic was much
pleased, and blest the king, and gave a moonstone linga, which gave any desired wealth,
to King Vikramaditya with his affection. And taking leave of him, Vikramaditya,
satisfied, set out for his own city. But on the road he was spied by a certain brahman.
" I wish you happiness and fortune; I am a pauper desirous of wealth; grant me
something of value, that I may get something to eat, O best of living creatures." To
the brahman who thus begged for food the king gave that moonstone linga, telling
him its power.
If there is such magnanimity in you too, King Bhoja, then you are in truth worthy
to ascend this glorious throne.
Here ends the fourteenth story
brief recension or 14
Again a statue said: O king, listen.
One time, as the king wandered about the earth, he came to a temple of Qiva in a
certain penance-grove. He bathed in the holy ford, and viewed the god, and sat down
in Ms presence. A certain great saint there askt him: "Who are you?" The
king said: " I am King Vikrama, upon a journey." Said he: "0 king, one time I
went to TJjjayini and saw you. Why do you wander about all alone, abandoning
your kingdom ? Afterwards some rebellion may occur, and then what will you do ?
And it is said:
1.	Keep a firm hold on your fanning, on knowledge, a merchant, a wife, wealth,
and the care of a kingdom, as you would on a cobra's head."
The king said: " It is equally true that —
 2.	Kingship, fortune, glory, and happiness are enjoyed as a result of good deeds;
and when they are exhausted, Great Ascetic, (the other things) vanish of them-
selves.
 3.	God will grant to men food, raiment, and wealth according to their merit and
their deserts, according to place and possibilities [* power ']."
The great saint was pleased with these words, and gave the king a Kashmirian linga,
saying: " O king, when reverence is paid to this, it will fulfil the desires of your heart."
After the king had thus taken leave of him he met a certain brahman on the road,
who gave him a blessing; and the king gave him the linga.
The statue said: O king, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanimity.
Here ends the fourteenth story
jaesfistic recension of 14
When King Bhoja at another time had again made complete preparations for the
coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the fourteenth statue said: " O king,
lie who has magnanimity like Vikramaditya's mounts this throne/* And when the
king askt " Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said; ** O king, in the
words of the verse:

